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Patent Law Section 29(2) and 37 



This application should be refused for the reasons mentioned below. If 
the applicant has any arguments against the reasons, such arguments should be 
submitted within 60 days from the date on which this notification was 
dispatched. 



<Reason 1> 

The inventions in the claims listed below of the subject application 
should not be granted a patent under the provision of Patent Law Section 29(2) 
since it could easily have been made, prior to the filing of the patent 
application, by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the invention 
pertains, on the basis of the inventions described in the publications listed 
below which had been described in a distributed publication or made available 
to the public through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or elsewhere 
prior to the filing of the subject application. 



• Claims 1, 6, 8 and 10 

• Cited documents 1 and 2 

• Remarks 

The idea to mask the alarm in a predetermined period is well-known, as 
describing in the cited documents 1 and 2, for example. 

The present application could easily have been made by a person skilled in 
the art to apply the above well-known idea to the well-known optical route 
setting apparatus, the well-known optical switch controlling apparatus, and the 
like. 

<Reason 2> 

The subject application does not comply with the requirements under 
Patent Law Sections 37 with respects to the points below. 



Reasons 



Note 
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Continuation from the previous page 
Note 

The invention according to the claim 1 is recognized that [the alarm 
issued from the performance monitor is masked for a predetermined masking 
period from a starting time of the operation of switching by the optical switch] 
is included in the main part of the invention, at least. However, the invention 
according to the claim 12 is not related to the alarm masking in the 
predetermined masking period. Therefore, the main part of the claim 12 is 
not the same as the main part of the claim 1. 

Further, the technical problems to be solved, which have not been solved 
at the time of the filing the application for each inventions relating to the 
respective claims, are not the same. 

The subject application is a violation of the Patent Law Sections 37. 
Therefore, the inventions in the claims except claims 1 to 11 are not examined 
about the requirements of novelty and inventive step. 



For the claims other than the claims specified in this notification of 
reasons for refusal, no reason for refusal is found at present. If any reasons 
for refusal are found later, it will be notified. 

LIST OF CITED DOCUMENTS 

1. Japanese Patent Laid-open Publication No. H06-350542 

2. Japanese Patent Laid-open Publication No. H06-311112 



Record of the result of prior art search 



Technical fields to be searched 


H04M 


3/08- 3/14 


H04M 


3/22- 3/36 


H04Q 


1/20- 1/26 


H04Q 


3/52 


H04Q 


11/00-11/08 



Int. Cl(7) 



This record is not a component of the reasons for refusal. 
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